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TWO CATHOLIC COMMUNICATION ASSOCIATIONS
VOTE AT WORLD CONGRESS TO JOIN FORCES

DAYTON, Ohio-· The rapid evolution of communication technologies, along with new
communication trends and the needs of the Catholic Church, have prompted the creation of a
new world Catholic Communications Association.
"The new association will be inclusive of all media except print- radio, television,
Internet, distance education, CDs, film and multi-media. Since all these media are converging
and many of our members are engaged in each of these communication fields, it is imperative
that we design an arena where conversations and networking of experience may occur," said
Sister Angela Ann Zukowski, M.H.S.H.
Zukowski is the newly re-elected president of Unda World, the international Catholic
association for radio and television. Members of Unda and of OCIC (the International Catholic

•

Organization of Cinema) have voted to merge into the Catholic Communications Association.
The vote came at the Unda/OCIC World Congress Aug. 1-9 in Montreal, and the merger will be
complete by 2001.
Zukowski, who was elected to her second four-year term as president Aug. 8 in
Montreal, is director of the Institute for Pastoral Initiatives at the University of Dayton. As a
voting member of the Pontifical Council for Social Communications, she counsels the Vatican on
communication issues.
The World Congress drew Catholic communication leaders from around the world. Of
great concern were the moral and ethical issues regarding the new communication technologies in
developing countries, Zukowski said. The "First World" messages conveyed by exported media
can be another form of "modern cultural imperialism" and "in profound conflict with most
other cultures' values and beliefs, thus causing discord within those regions."
An accelerated campaign to find ways to support the design, production and
distribution of indigenous programs relevant to local cultures is to be one of the goals of the new
world association, Zukowski said.
Zukowski hopes the coming merger of two of the church's major communication groups
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will provide a focal point for global communication issues in the church. "We need a new
-over-
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